NOTES

prejudice in it. And if the present intention was to require
tahsil to join in offering mass civil disobedience, the require:
would be impossible of fulfilment. But nobody expects every tah-
sil or district to be ready for civil disobedience and thus to be
self-contained during the few remaining months. It is enough if
only a few tahsils are ready. Swaraj must be held an impossibility
during the year if not even a few tahsils are self-contained and thus
ready for swaraj. Any tahsil which grows its own food, spins its
own yarn, weaves its own cloth and is ready to suffer for its freedom
is certainly ready to establish swaraj during the year. And if even
one tahsil can accomplish the task, it will be like a light lighting a
whole house. I hold successful civil disobedience to be impossible
without the pioneer effort being made under almost ideal condi-
tions. There are no doubt parts of India where complete manu-
facture of woollens and calico by hand-spinning is not a present
possibility. But when those parts where it is a present possibility
are completely organized, there should be no difficulty about relax-
ing the requirement regarding such parts.

HINDUSTAN

Hindustani, i.e., the language of the common people, is fast
becoming the medium of expression in the All-India Congress
Committee. There are members in the Committee who do not
understand a word of English, and there are members from the
Madras Presidency who do not understand Hindustani. The
Bengali members understand Hindustani with difficulty. The
latter however appreciate the necessity of Hindustani speech and
do not grumble at the proceedings being conducted in Hindu-
stani. It was a real sacrifice for the Dravidians. At the last meet-
ing only one member attended from Madras and not many could
come from Malabar. But when all the Dravidians attend, the
difficulty becomes serious. And yet there seems to be no way out
of it save for the Dravidians to pick up enough Hindustani as
early as possible. Those who do not know English cannot be expec-
ted to learn English and the popular assemblies must more and
more tend to contain members who do not understand English.
Apart therefore from the sentimental and national value of Hindu-
stani, the necessity of all national workers learning Hindustani
and the national proceedings being conducted in Hindustani is
being increasingly felt. Whilst however this was recognized at the
last meeting, the Dravidian and the Bengali members would not
listen to a hard and fast rule being adopted by the Committee.
They would gladly tolerate Hindustani voluntarily spoken but